
 
 
 

 
 

News release   
 

Global survey finds Indonesia’s business optimism 
ranks number 1 amongst 37 economies 
 
 
3 November 2016  

 
Grant Thornton’s International Business Report (IBR), a quarterly global business 
survey of 37 economies finds business optimism in Indonesia ranks number 1 
globally, at 98%. The IBR also reveals that business optimism in Indonesia for the 
next 12 months not just sit on top, but also improved the most among all economies, 
moving up 38 percentage points (pp) in the 3rd quarter of 2016. In contrast, optimism 
in the Asia Pacific region as a whole slipped 1pp (28pp in Q2 to 27pp in Q3) while 
global economy only went up 1pp (32pp in Q2 to 33pp in Q3).  
 
The survey showed that the rise in business optimism is made evident in the 
investment in plant and machinery (increase of 22pp) and investment in new building 
(increase of 10pp). 
 
The climate of investment in Indonesia is now more attractive since President Joko 
Widodo (Jokowi) implemented series of deregulation policy packages, ranging from 
lowering the cost of energy to industry, to open in a more international investment 
sector, to reducing the time of loading and unloading of goods in major ports, and 
other deregulation moves.  
 
“We believe that the economic packages issued by President Jokowi have given the 
most contribution to boost Indonesia’s business optimism. IBR also reveals that 
Indonesian business leaders said they will implement three important things: improve 
sales force effectiveness, expand the business domestically, and increase the 
investment in marketing to achieve sustainable growth in the next twelve months,” 
said Johanna Gani, Managing Partner of Grant Thornton Indonesia.   
 
“While the optimism in Asia Pacific is travelling in different direction this quarter, we 
should be thankful that our optimism is on the rise. But let’s not just stop here. Both 
government and business leaders should continue to work hand in hand with the 
hope that the Indonesian economy in the next quarter or even in 2017 will keep its 
confidence and more investors will come to Indonesia,” Johanna Gani remarks.  
 
– ends –  
 
For further information please contact: 
Maryati Lauw 
Grant Thornton Indonesia 
T +62 21 5795 2700 
E maryati.lauw@id.gt.com 



Notes to editors 
The Grant Thornton International Business Report (IBR), launched in 1992 initially in nine 
European countries, now provides insight into the views and expectations of more than 
10,000 businesses per year across 37 economies.  More information: 
www.grantthornton.global  
 
Questionnaires are translated into local languages with each participating country having the 
option to ask a small number of country specific questions in addition to the core 
questionnaire. Fieldwork is undertaken on a quarterly basis, primarily by telephone. IBR is a 
survey of both listed and privately held businesses. The data for this release are drawn from 
interviews with more than 2,600 chief executive officers, managing directors, chairmen or 
other senior executives from all industry sectors conducted in July to September 2016. 
 

About Grant Thornton Indonesia  
Gani Sigiro & Handayani, together with its subsidiaries, is the member firm of Grant 
Thornton International Ltd in Indonesia. Grant Thornton first opened its doors in Indonesia 
in 1992.  Our firm currently has about 250 young and dynamic professionals who aim to 
unlock the potential for growth in our clients, our people and our communities.  
Our commitment is to actively contribute to the advancement of the accounting profession 
and business practices in Indonesia. We work with a broad range of clients – privately held 
companies, public interest entities, financial institutions and state-owned enterprises.  
 
About Grant Thornton International Ltd  
Grant Thornton is one of the world’s leading organisations of independent assurance, tax and 
advisory firms. These firms help dynamic organisations unlock their potential for growth by 
providing meaningful, forward looking advice. Proactive teams led by approachable partners 
in these firms, use insights, experience and instinct to understand complex issues for privately 
owned, publicly listed and public sector clients and help them to find solutions. More than 
42,000 Grant Thornton people, across over 130 countries, are focused on making a difference 
to clients, colleagues and the communities in which we live and work. 
 
“Grant Thornton” refers to the brand under which the Grant Thornton member firms provide assurance, tax and 
advisory services to their clients and/or refers to one or more member firms, as the context requires. Grant 
Thornton International Ltd (GTIL) and the member firms are not a worldwide partnership. GTIL and each 
member firm is a separate legal entity. Services are delivered by the member firms. GTIL does not provide services 
to clients. GTIL and its member firms are not agents of, and do not obligate, one another and are not liable for 
one another’s acts or omissions.  


